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The Case of the
Vanishing Mansion:
DeLake Rod & Gun Club
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What Really Happened
by Roy Widing, Contributing Writer
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Robin Reed Timeline As waves rhythmically
•

October 20, 1899

Robin Reed is born in Pettigrew,
Arkansas.
•

1920-1924

After attending Portland’s Franklin
High School, Reed studies at Oregon
Agricultural College, now Oregon
State University.
•

1921-1924

Reed wins the National AAU
(Amateur Athletic Union) championships in 1921, 1922 and 1924.
•

1924

Robin Reed wins a gold medal at
the Paris, France Olympic Games.
•

1926

Reed is coach of the 1926 Corvallis
High School wrestling team, which
wins the National AAU (Amateur
Athletic Union) title.
•

1926—1936

Robin Reed begins wrestles professionally for approximately ten
years.
•

1938

Initial construction begins at DeLake
Rod & Gun Club.
•

September 1, 1939

World War II begins in Europe with
the German invasion of Poland.
•

1978

Robin Reed is inducted as a distinguished member into the National
Wrestling Hall of Fame. The DeLake
Rod & Gun Club is torn down.
•
December 20, 1978
Robin Reed dies in Salem, Oregon.
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Wrestler Robin Reed in
action (far right)

ums as being too newfangled of a concept for
buyer acceptance at the
time. But more challenging was the war brewing
in Europe, as Hitler invaded Poland in 1939.
The onset of World War
II affected the market and
Reed’s construction
plans.

Demolition
In time, the DeLake Rod
& Gun Club building became decrepit and an
eyesore to neighbors.
Many youngsters spent
time in the building during the 1960’s and ’70’s.
Poking around the abandoned building was great
fun before it was taken
down in 1978, when
much of the salvageable
lumber was then sold.
That’s the same year
Robin Reed died, and
when he was inducted
into the National Wrestling Hall of Fame.
Whether you tour by
shore or boat, take time
to enjoy the beauty of
Devil’s lake on your next
visit. There you’ll still see
the natural setting that so
captivated Robin Reed.

Robin Reed from the
book ‘Legends of the
Mat’ by Mike Chapman

